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Every yacht that starts a race at Royal Cape is bound by the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing. We are 
seeing tremendous turnouts on the water this summer, and now is a good time to refresh yourself 
with the racing rules. Remember again, if you intend to or have started a race, you are bound by 
these rules. The basic rules governing when boats meet are really quite simple. This is the first in a 
series of safety and the rules notes, transcribed from the ISAF RRS 2013-2016, Part 2 When Boats 
Meet, with the relevant rule numbers as stated below. Consider printing this page and keeping it 
handy aboard your yacht. 

SECTION A: RIGHT OF WAY  
A boat has right of way over another boat when the other boat is required to keep clear of her. 
However, some rules in Sections B, C and D limit the actions of a right-of-way boat. 

10 ON OPPOSITE TACKS 
When boats are on opposite tacks, a port-tack boat shall keep clear of a starboard-tack boat. 

11 ON THE SAME TACK, OVERLAPPED 
When boats are on the same tack and overlapped, a windward boat shall keep clear of 
a leeward boat. 

12 ON THE SAME TACK, NOT OVERLAPPED  
When boats are on the same tack and not overlapped, a boat clear astern shall keep clear of a 
boat clear ahead. 

13 WHILE TACKING 
After a boat passes head to wind, she shall keep clear of other boats until she is on a close-hauled 
course. During that time rules 10, 11 and 12 do not apply. If two boats are subject to this rule at the 
same time, the one on the other’s port side or the one astern shall keep clear. 

The above rules refer to some definitions, which are explained as follows: 

Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap One boat is clear astern of another when her hull and 
equipment in normal position are behind a line abeam from the aftermost point of the other 
boat’s hull and equipment in normal position. The other boat is clear ahead. They overlap when 
neither is clear astern. However, they also overlap when a boat between them overlaps both. 
These terms always apply to boats on the same tack. They do not apply to boats on 
opposite tacks unless rule 18 applies or both boats are sailing more than ninety degrees from the 
true wind. 

Keep Clear A boat keeps clear of a right-of-way boat  
a) if the right-of-way boat can sail her course with no need to take avoiding action and,  
b)  when the boats are overlapped, if the right-of-way boat can also change course in both
 directions without immediately making contact. 

Leeward and Windward A boat’s leeward side is the side that is or, when she is head to wind, was 
away from the wind. However, when sailing by the lee or directly downwind, her leeward side is 
the side on which her mainsail lies. The other side is her windward side. When two boats on the 
same tack overlap, the one on the leeward side of the other is the leeward boat. The other is the 
windward boat. 

Sail Safe: Sail to the Rules! 

Luke 


