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Every yacht that starts a race at Royal Cape is bound by the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing. We are 
seeing tremendous turnouts on the water this summer, and now is a good time to refresh yourself 
with the racing rules. Remember again, if you intend to or have started a race, you are bound by 
these rules. The general limitations add clarity to the right of way rules explained in the first note. This 
is the second in a series of safety and the rules notes, transcribed from the ISAF RRS 2013-2016, Part 2 
When Boats Meet, with the relevant rule numbers as stated below. Consider printing this page and 
keeping it handy aboard your yacht. 

SECTION B: General Limitations 
 
14 AVOIDING CONTACT 
A boat shall avoid contact with another boat if reasonably possible. However, a right-of-way boat 
or one entitled to room or mark-room 
(a) need not act to avoid contact until it is clear that the other boat is not keeping clear or 
giving room or mark-room, and 
(b) shall be exonerated if she breaks this rule and the contact does not cause damage or injury. 

15 ACQUIRING RIGHT OF WAY 
When a boat acquires right of way, she shall initially give the other boat room to keep clear, unless 
she acquires right of way because of the other boat’s actions. 

16 CHANGING COURSE 
16.1 When a right-of-way boat changes course, she shall give the other boat room to keep clear. 
16.2 In addition, when after the starting signal a port-tack boat is keeping clear by sailing to pass 
astern of a starboard-tack boat, the starboard-tack boat shall not change course if as a result 
the port-tack boat would immediately need to change course to continue keeping clear. 

17 ON THE SAME TACK; PROPER COURSE 
If a boat clear astern becomes overlapped within two of her hull lengths to leeward of a boat on 
the same tack, she shall not sail above her proper course while they remain on the 
same tack and overlapped within that distance, unless in doing so she promptly sails astern of the 
other boat. This rule does not apply if the overlap begins while the windward boat is required by rule 
13 to keep clear. 

The above rules refer to some definitions, which are explained as follows: 

Proper Course A course a boat would sail to finish as soon as possible in the absence of the other 
boats referred to in the rule using the term. A boat has no proper course before her start. 

Room The space a boat needs in the existing conditions, including space to comply with her 
obligations under the rules of Part 2 and rule 31, while manoeuvring promptly in a seamanlike way. 

Tack, Starboard or Port A boat is on the tack, starboard or port corresponding to her windward side. 

 

Sail Safe: Sail to the Rules! 

Luke 


