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Splendido… Splendido…!!! 
The Italian Ambassador’s Perennial Trophy 2014 has been a 
triumph of culture, diversity and delightful sailing… 

From the cocktail party at the Italian Embassy on Friday evening; to the send-off from the 
Isivunguvungu kids band on the deck on Saturday; to the sublime racing conditions out on 
the water; and the involvement of many young sailors from Isivunguvungu and the RCYC 
Sailing Academy, the whole event was positively saturated with what club sailing at Royal 
Cape is all about: goodwill, participation, and enthusiasm in abundance.  

Understandably, there was a terrific amount of organisation required, and on that count 
we give a collective hats off to the effort and attention to detail of our sailing events 
manager, Toni Mainprize, who delivered an outstanding event on and off the water 
together with the Italian Ambassador, Mr Vincenzo Schioppa, and the race chairman, our 
commodore Ray Matthews. We also teamed up with the Volvo Ocean Race for the 
opening ceremony of the Race Village, with a prize giving in the impressive Volvo Pavilion. 
To cap off a fine day, an Italian Picnic raft up in front of live music into the night… 

Thanks also to Adrian and Danger Dave who ran an efficient bridge, and to Henk Jones 
for excellent on water support of the photographic team. The course and start times were 
set by your RC Sailing.  

The 14.6 mile course saw a really mixed and representative club fleet line up, pursuit style, 
for a dash from the bridge hut up to Harken, a run down the beach to Coke Blouberg, a 
beat back to Woodbridge, a broad reach down to Landfall, and a beat back to the 
bridge hut. The fleet had one of the club's smallest and biggest yachts, Mighty Lemon 
Drop and Thunderchild, a couple of cool cats, a couple of the flourishing coastal cruisers 
(who think port comes in a bottle!), as well as the current club Division 1 & 2 champions. 



There was no shortage of competition, with the ever-competitive L34 Nuthr Witch (fresh 
from her recent victory in the Round Robben Island race), three Simonis 35's, three J's 
(27,111,133), three Charger 33's, four Miura's, and a Mount Gay 30 rocketship, amongst 
others in an impressive fleet entry of 32 yachts. 

With a very full sailing calendar, and the IRC Nationals coming up next weekend, this race 
did not attract many of the out-and-out IRC racing boats, and I think that is okay, perhaps 
even good for our sailing... There is room for some variety in the calendar, and this one 
gave room to the club sailors to shine, with 3 of the top 5 finishers not involved in the 
Nationals next week. It was a great pleasure too to take out the many guests of the Italian 
Ambassador. 

I am pleased to report that the predicted finish time of 14h46 compared favourably with 
the actual top finish time of 14h50, which was within 5 minutes of the prediction after 
nearly 3 hours of racing. While there is almost always room for improvement, this time 
around the pursuit format saw 97% accuracy of prediction, and it slightly favoured the 
higher ratings - but not by much! In fact, the amount is so marginal that it would not have 
effected all the boats start times, and the highest rated boat would have started just a 
minute later. It would not have changed the podium result, but 4th and 5th would have 
been very close! Well done to the Sailing Academy, winning aboard Regardless. 

The top four finishers were well within 5 minutes of one 
another, with the bulk of the fleet within 20 minutes of the 
leader. The race was slightly slower than expected. 
Conditions were sublime, with a flat colourful sea, and a 
stiff breeze that was kinder than the blast that had been 
predicted in the days leading up to race day, and 
certainly kinder than the bluster we saw on Friday. Well 
done to all who enjoyed this special day on the water. 

Che bella giornata!  [What a beautiful day!]. Cannot wait for the next edition of this 
fantastic event…as well as the possibility of a reciprocal event in Naples in 2016. 

Luke 


