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Race 1 Review: 17 January 2015 

 

 

Ahoy Double Handers: great friends, brothers, husbands and wives, et al! 

 

The Snake, the Ladder and the very big Fetch. 

 
We've been asked not to make too much of a scene about one of the 
yachts in our beloved double handed fleet, who hoisted their kite clew first 
today... So let's leave it at that, other than to give you a clue as to who it was 
- the Federal Bureau of Investigation may be able to assist with the identity of 
these crazy birdmen. 

Well, we all had a long day out there today, with an 18.1 mile course for Class 
1, and 13.5 miles for Class 2. The majority of the fleet finished between 4:30 
and 5pm, and most of the going was straight line high speed stuff, almost no 
VMG sailing at all. There will be some tired bones in the morning...especially 
after a six week layoff since the last double hander, and plenty of Christmas 
turkey and mint pies in between! 

Joining the double handed fleet for the first time were the Kuttel brothers 
aboard their beautiful Class 40 yacht, Privateer. Welcome Adrian and 
Francois. 

With the club's mark laying boat on the hard, undergoing maintenance, only 
the existing bay marks were in play. Dale Kushner was invited to set the 
courses, and he responded with the "longer one" we've all talked about 
sailing for ages... 

To put the Class 1 course into perspective, it was further than a typical Round 
Robben Island Race would have been in similar conditions. Or just short of 
two full laps from the start to Barker's Rock and back. 

For Class 1, first a fetch to Dyang Family, then an easing close reach to 
Milnerton, hardening up to Woodbridge, then tacking off for a fetch to 
Landfall, before reaching back to Woodbridge, then a tricky transition to #8 
and the finish. The longest leg on the day, from Dyang Family to Milnerton, is 



the same distance as the curl around from the start to Barker's Rock - 5.2 
miles. 

Class 2 had a similar but substantially shorter course, replacing the first leg to 
Dyang Family with a leg instead to Landfall. It is surprising that this cuts a 
massive 4.6 miles off the overall distance. 

The weather was fantastic, sunny and warm with a light steady westerly 
breeze of 8-14 knots, with a "transition hole" developing later between the 
westerly and the typical late afternoon south-easter that builds from 
hooligan's corner. 

   

Although one or two yachts did hoist kites for portions of one or two legs, it 
was a majority white sails affair, and this proved to be a real boat speed 
leveller in Class 1, where the pack of Mwah, Tenacity, First 40, Scarlet Sun and 
Yolo stayed quite close together the whole way. Privateer recovered from a 
conservative and late start and showed some good legs stretching away 
from the pack, and the husband and wife team aboard Nuthr Witch, Susan 
and Dave, stayed in handicap contention despite sailing alone at the back. 
Yolo in particular sailed a really good first leg and held on to the higher 
handicapped yachts boat for boat, so they were well ahead on handicap. 
First 40 was having a great dice with Mwah, and Tenacity chased Yolo hard. 
Scarlet Sun just held on, slightly behind, but certainly in contention for a 
handicap second place dice with First 40. Then, within the last mile of the 
race, the ravenous parking lot... Some got lucky and worked through this in 
good shape, but for others, the frustration of sitting somewhat helplessly in a 
pit of snaky, confused wind may have taken some of the sparkle off an 
otherwise stellar afternoon. 

The Scott brothers, Gideon and Luke, aboard Scarlet Sun, passed Dale and 
Ian on Yolo on the short last leg for the win, with Yolo coming in second, and 



Nuthr Witch capitalizing nicely on the transition ladder to clinch handicap 
third. 

Aboard Scarlet Sun, we did more tacks in the 0.6 miles between #8 and the 
finish than we'd done for the entire rest of the course! 

In Class 2, the cat Sungazer was having a blinder until the parking lot, but 
eventually retired as they crossed the finish line after acknowledging an 
incorrect mark rounding at Landfall earlier (bad luck guys). The two Chargers 
Shadowfax and FTI Flyer looked to be having a good battle throughout, and 
Humdinger looked to be slaughtering the fleet on handicap until the cruelty 
of the transition. Warlock and Cabaray were looking solid, and the tiny little 
Let's Go with the colourful mainsail was in with a shout on handicap. Nice to 
see the Miura, Bandit, back for this format after their one race in the last 
series. The heavier cruising type yachts Anastasia and Albacore had fun while 
the wind lasted, but retired later in the race. The old men of the fleet, Colin 
and Ken on the other Miura, Ava, made light work of the parking lot and 
sneaked through for a fantastic win, ahead of John and Simon on Humdinger 
and Ray and Alan on Cabaray. 

The big table afterward was, as always, a treat. We have something really 
special in the Double Handed Series, and the club and sailing will protect this. 
We had a decent first race turnout of 18 yachts, which bodes well for another 
great series. 

A big thanks again to Gordon, who donated his Kling Wine as prizes and 
table wine for this series for the last few years, but has now sold his farm and 
with that the wine producing capability! Chatting to a couple of sailors 
around the big table, I have no doubt we will soon find a new, willing and 
mutually beneficial partnership for Double Handed sailing at RCYC, that will 
reinforce and expand the success it has been in recent times. 

 
Yours with both hands! 

Luke 


