
 

Kling Double Handed  
Series Review: 6 December 2014 

 

Wow, so close in both Classes…! 

 

The ever enjoyable Kling Wines Double Handed Series came to an end on Saturday, 
with the most recent 5-race date series running from July – December 2014. 

Class 1 ended up with 13 yachts on the water in the series, and Class 2 with 24 
yachts. A series fleet of 37 yachts shows the popularity of this challenging format. 

In both classes, the competition was close. In Class 1, any of the top three going into 
the final race could have won the series – Mwah, Nuthr Witch & Scarlet Sun. In Class 
2, any of the top four were still in with a chance for the series victory at the start line – 
FTI Flyer, Humdinger, Shadowfax & Warlock. 

The courses were clearly discussed in the Foyer at the 12h30 Skippers Briefing, and it 
was all systems go for a new and strong South Easter – predicted to turn on at about 
13h30 in Hooligan’s Corner as the wind moved through from South to South East. As 
with all new south easters, we are not confident that the wind will fill out across the 
bay, so courses were set up and down the beach to the Sunset Mark [Coke 
Blouberg is reported missing]. As it turned out, this worked well, as the harbour 
channel, even at 16h00, was still very calm, with the last puffs still coming from the 
west. With the majority of the fleet finishing between 15h40 and 16h00, there was 
time to return to mooring, pack up the boats just in time for the 17h30 prizegiving. 

The start was pretty good, with most yachts cooking up to the top mark, Harken. 
Bonita were called OCS. Most Class 1 yachts laid the mark on the same tack from 
the start line, while most Class 2 yachts had to put in two tacks, possibly because 
they sail in dirty airs and generally don’t point as high. Cabaray started at the bridge 
hut and laid the weather mark in one shot. Yolo also picked a bridge hut start and 
fetched the top mark at pace before a clean hoist and a sleigh ride off into the 
distance. Of the other Class 1 yachts, most played it safe after the weather mark in 
opting not to hoist, but Mwah put up her big kite, and apart from a little hiccup after 
the hoist, absolutely flew downwind, hot in the heels of Yolo, but sailing higher. 

The rest of Class 1: First 40, Tenacity, Scarlet Sun, Nuthr Witch and Morgenster all took 
a more conservative approach with a combination of white sail deep reaching and 
goose winging the head sails. The positions did not change much on the upwind 
legs, with Yolo crushing the fleet comfortably, by over ten minutes. Pity they did not 
sail more in this series, as this good performance counted for little in the overall series 
positions. 



In Class 2, there were a lot more bulls and balls, with a number of the bold flying a 
colourful array of kites down to the same mark off Sunset Beach. A fantastic sight to 
see, and apparently some spectacular spin outs! Warlock, FTI Flyer and Shadowfax 
made great way, rounding just behind the Class 1 Nuthr Witch, and Humdinger, 
sailing off a much lower rating, right up with the pace too. At the bottom mark, 
These four had a real battle for supremacy awaiting them on their final legs to 
come. Shadowfax opted to go out to sea after rounding behind FTI and Warlock, 
which ended up working well. They crossed ahead of Warlock, who also made 
great progress upwind. 

Somehow, a number of yachts regrettably got the course wrong and either finished 
incorrectly, or in the case of the L26 Warlock, went looking for a mark in completely 
the incorrect place, which put paid to their challenge. Sadly, Shadowfax did not 
cross the finish line correctly after a great upwind leg, and therefore scored a DNF. 
Warlock threw their race with a navigational error, leaving FTI and Humdinger to 
fight it out. FTI had a couple of legs they’d probably like to forget… and sadly fell 
back quite badly on the upwind leg. This opened the door for the Miuras Chen and 
Ava, in their weather, to come through strongly, together with Cabaray. 

To all those who tracked their progress on RaceQS, thank you for making the post-
race analysis interesting. I wish more yachts would do this! 

The series was decided. Mwah took Class 1 from Nuthr Witch and Scarlet Sun; and 
Humdinger Class 2 from Warlock and FTI Flyer. Well done to both winning yachts for a 
consistent and good performance throughout the series. To the other 5 yachts over 
both classes, that did not succeed to take the series on the day…there’s always a 
next time! 

A pleasant spit braai prize giving on the deck followed into the evening, and many 
stayed into the night. 

Gordon Kling, thank you for sponsoring prizes of your Kling Wine for this series, and for 
the last couple of seasons. The sailors really appreciate this. Now that you have sold 
your wine farm and the last remaining wine is fast being snapped up, we will look for 
new avenues to support this wonderful and popular racing format at RCYC! Positive 
negotiations have been taking place, so watch this space! 

The next series starts on 17 January, 2015 

 

Yours with both hands, into the New Year. 

Luke 


