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Aces High…or Aces Low..? 
The all class start version of the two Club Championship Harken Round Robben Island 
Races attracted a bumper fleet of 56 yachts at the 11am start line on Saturday. You will 
recall the pursuit start version was held on 18 October 2014, and had 50 finishers. 

Dave Mabin captures the count down to the start from the Bridge Hut 

The predicted weather looked like a good challenge, and a great race was in the 
making. The wind was predicted to be in the mid-teens, moving from north-west to west 
and building as the race progressed, with a 2.5m westerly swell rolling across the course. 

This opened up options and choices for sailors as to which way around the island they 
thought would be faster, with interesting outcomes to follow as the race progressed… 

An “I” Flag was flown as the 4 minute preparatory signal in the start 
sequence, indicating that Rule 30.1 was in effect. This rule dictates 
that a yacht that is over the start line during the minute before the 
start shall thereafter sail from the course side across an extension to 
the prestart side before starting. In the case of our start line, this is 
quite hectic, as it is long and one can only sail around one end of 
the line, because the other end is a harbour wall! 

In short, an “I” flag start from our bridge hut basically means do whatever you have to 
do to be on the right side of the line in the minute before the start! 

As it happened, there appeared to be just one yacht [with the 
ever jovial gent aboard who will tell you “I speak no Eeengleesh”- 
great to see you guys out on the water again after a while!] who 
were over the line at the start, and an individual recall was 
signalled by means of one sound signal after the start signal, and 
an identifying announcement made over VHF 06, as well as the 
raising of what should have been the individual recall flag, which is 
the “X” flag. 

"I" Flag 

“X” Flag 



Unfortunately, a general recall flag was flown in error, and this 
meant that the validity of the race was in jeopardy if any yacht 
responded correctly to the flag flown by abandoning racing 
and returning to the prestart area. After some uncertain silence, 
the bridge corrected the error by going through with the 
general recall, and a new start was set for 11h10. For many club 
sailors and cruisers, this may seem a little technical, but the flag 
signals are incredibly important, and it’s vital to get it right! 

After an exciting 56 yacht start, the majority of the fleet opted to sail for height on port 
tack and leave the island to starboard. A minority cracked off a little and reached 
across towards Murray Harbour on the east side of the island, showing clear intent to 
leave the island to port. Which way would pay…high, or low? 

Well, the front runners that went left soon found themselves in light airs and a lumpy sea, 
which impacted both speed and height. This became quite critical around Whale 
Rock, where some even had to tack back onto starboard, sailing basically at 90° to the 
intended direction, to get enough height to round the island. This was incredibly costly! 

In the meantime, the yachts that had gone low to the right of the island where not 
needing to keep their height to clear the island, so the swell was not damaging their 
progress as much. They were also sailing into flatter water as they approached the 
swell-protected waters in the lee of the island. From the RaceQS tracker, it is clear that 
a separation in progress was clearly developing, with the east siders profiting 
handsomely. At quite a late stage near Whale Rock, the yacht Rocket decided to 
abandoned her western route, and drop below the island. At the time, she was 
basically alongside Mwah, who decided to tack to the west, so this would offer a very 
clear clue of which way to gamble with the Island. By the time they got to the halfway 
point, which is basically the shipwreck on the north side of the island, Rocket had 
opened up a staggering 15 minute advantage on Mwah. The fact that Rocket sails off 
a considerably higher handicap, means that she could never make up the corrected 
time on Mwah, but that is still a lot of real time to make in such a short distance. 

 

It would be great if more yachts would use the free RaceQS app, for both Android and 
Apple smart phones. Download it and give it a try. 

I think it is awesome that in this race, one gets the choice of which way to round the 
island, as it really adds to the fun and intrigue of the event. 

 “First Substitute” Flag 



As it turned out, the wind did not move as much as had been predicted, so the 
intention of playing the lift over the island did not materialise. The yachts that went west 
were left battling a big swell, side on, in light wind on the nose. For those that went 
east/right, it was game set and match before halfway. Once they had tacked onto 
starboard to the north of the island, they could attack the swell head on for a short 
beat, and then crack off to a reach past the battling yachts that had gone the other 
way. 

The “right wing” likes of Jacana, Silky, Hors d’ Oeuvre and Touch n Go, were sitting 
pretty in the catbird seat! Others that had gone right were also looking good, included 
Majimoto II, Celine IV, Hillbilly, FTI Flyer and First Lady, amongst others. 

Of the “lefties”, Vulcan had shown the fleet a clean set of heels, and had left some 
congested bunches fighting it out for the scraps in her wake. Windpower, Morning 
Glory, Naledi and Mwah seemed to be fairing ok in the conditions, with Tenacity and 
Scarlet Sun appearing to be the last of the yachts to avoid a nasty bewitching hole 
midway up the west side of the island. Many yachts just behind them battled to get 
going after they stalled in its evil spell. A big separation grew and the battle for the left 
would be fought by those who’d made it through in time. 

Once around the island, the minority right wing rich got richer, with a better reaching 
angle to the finish, and some pleasant and speedy asymmetrical sailing for Jacana and 
Silky. It was still a very nice close reach for the other side, with the option for reaching 
kites presenting itself later. 

For the yachts out on the water later in the afternoon, a western fog rolled in, adding 
further intrigue and a drop in temperature from what had been a lovely sunny day. 

With a vast majority of the fleet finished by about 3pm, the terrace back at the yacht 
club heaved with happy crews, quenching their thirst and bantering on about the 
battlefield gambling. The club really rocked, late into the evening. 

The jovial prize giving was held ahead of schedule, and the Harken team came up with 
a really nice innovation of offering a prize to every 5th yacht that finished in the overall 
order. To all these lucky prize winners, the effort and enjoyment of participating paid off 
with a lovely Harken sail bag. 

The divisional winners strongly reflected choice of rounding, leaving the island to port[*]: 

Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 
1 Jacana * 1 Scarlet Sun 1 Hors d’ Oeuvre * 
2 Silky * 2 Touch n Go * 2 FTI Flyer * 
3 Vulcan 3 Celine IV * 3 First Lady * 
 
The top 5 overall were Jacana, followed by Silky, Vulcan, Scarlet Sun & Hors d Oeuvre. 
This is a great result for club sailing, as all three club divisions are represented in the top 
five! Thank you to Harken for again hosting a willing fleet, who turned out in great 
numbers for a thrilling race. Another wonderful edition in the tradition of the Harken 
Round Robben Island Race is notched into the bedpost. Thanks to Harken and thanks 
to the Bridge. 

Aces were low this time! Look forward to Mother Nature dealing ‘em again next time… 

Luke 


