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Anyone for some FOG and NIGHT SAILING? 

Don’t answer that…you already did! 

62 yachts lined up in decidedly non-twilight like sailing conditions last night, and despite 
some unusual conditions, the vast majority of the fleet successfully navigated their way 
to a race finish and a safe return to moorings. Outstanding turnout! 

The various weather predictions for the evening were inconsistent: some had a little 
wind from the south, dropping to no wind at all. Some had mild westerly’s, dropping 
and moving south. What we had observed all day was a thick fog in the morning, with 
a mild west wind across the bay, clearing later. By 4pm, when I was setting the courses, 
a fog was rolling in from the sea to the west. Tense and nervous stuff? It turned out 
okay, and I can only imagine what an exciting spectacle 62 yachts sailing up the 
promenade and Atlantic seaboard must have looked like…especially after the 
weather mark when some 20 of those yachts hoisted a pretty array of colourful kites.  

What we experienced on the evening was glorious, and a good lesson in local 
conditions. All who hugged the shore up to Radisson and Mouille Point marks would 
have seen some profit, and those that went out north in their quest to go west suffered. 

The gentle wind lasted throughout the race, and it is pleasing that despite some 
interesting conditions, there were only 4 retirements. Westerly’s are wonderful. 

The new condensed starting format means that we all get a little longer out on the 
water, and I hope this is going to be a successful enhancement to the twilight offering. 
Things were quite hot at the 17h55 start, with at least 5 yachts “OCS” [on course side – 
over the line] at the start. Two, went back quickly to correct themselves, but the other 
three unfortunately did not, so they score an “OCS” result. All results here. 

The club hummed with positivity after sailing, and it is great to see so many new faces 
and yachts on the water. For all new yachts in any of the seven divisions [yachts that 
have not sailed in a twilight race in the last two years], the Coastal Cruising Division is 
offering you a bottle of wine to ease you into the vibe… 

The new Coastal Cruising & Cool Cats division is taking off, Lufthansa Twilight Style! This is 
almost certainly going to be a big hit…and the word on the beat is that a special 
coastal cruising protest committee is being formed to check adequate adherence to 
the spirit of this fleet – with at least one of the following: 

• Lots of completely unnecessary clobber aboard 
• Dirty bottom 
• Abundance of smiles aboard 
• Braaing 
• Liquid moveable ballast 

Sheets and giggles 

Luke 

http://rcyc.co.za/files/Lufthansa Twilight/OCT- DEC 2014/Race 2.pdf

