
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saying Hello and Saying Goodbye 

 

Ahoy Royal Caper 

 

The last fortnight has been about saying goodbye to an international inspiration. This club rose 

to the occasion terrifically with 60 yachts sailing across to Robben Island last Sunday in a 

moving final tribute...Together we stand, divided we fall. 

 

With an eye on the international spotlight our country has been under during this time, it is easy 

to spot the weak chinks in our armour, but it is important to acknowledge how far we have 

come, and also that we still have the freedom and ability to identify and call the 

weaknesses...not a universal privilege. 

 

The very enjoyable and successful Crocs Regatta was sailed this last weekend, and was a fine 

way to round off an outstanding year of sailing at our club. Thanks to all participants and 

helpers, and thanks to Crocs for your support of sailing at RCYC. 

 

It's all about Cape to Rio 2014 now, and as I write this sitting overlooking the marina this 

afternoon, the excitement is almost tangible and the anticipation builds by the minute. If you 

are about in the next fortnight, have a walk around the marina and enjoy all the visiting and 

local yachts in final preparation for the race - and if you can, offer a hand to those who need 

it! The front row of the marina will be lined by yachts actively participating in the race, and the 

sight of the C2R battle flags alone should be a stirring reminder of the invitation we share as 

yachties to engage with the wind and the ocean in a respectful duel...we hope to see you on 

the water on 4 January to bid the fleet farewell, fair winds, and safe passage. 

 

Here's to saying hello to the start of a new year, a new Cape to Rio Race, and a spirited year 

on and off the water at Royal Cape Yacht Club! 

 

Gone Sailing 

Luke 

 

 

CLUB NEWS LETTER           19th December 2013  



Over 60 yachts and other craft took to the water to sail to 

Robben Island in tribute to the life of Nelson Mandela, while he 

was being laid to rest at Qunu.  
 

The flotilla sailed from Granger Bay at noon, and it was a 

fantastic sight to see so many yachts, families and friends paying 

special tribute... 
 

After or while making memorial offerings of flowers (amongst 

other things) to the ocean between Murray Harbour and the old 

Jetty, a vast majority of the memorial fleet anchored in the lee 

of the small harbour at the island. 
 

At 2pm, the national anthem was played over VHF 06 (admittedly the crackle remix) and there 

was absolute silence across the anchorage as people stood to attention. 

 

There was a diversity of activity thereafter, with braais, music, swimming, and some yachts 

continuing on sailing around the island and others taking a more direct route home. The 

positive buzz on the club deck afterwards was fantastic. 

 

It was a remarkable day on the water for our club in tribute to a very special life. There was a 

very good feeling across the flotilla throughout the day, and it is a day we will remember. 

Thank you for sharing your magic with us, Madiba! Rest well. 

 

Despite the specific importance of the day, I felt a discomfort in it being such a rare 

occurrence that we utilize and enjoy the anchorage at Robben Island without feeling that 

feeling of trespassing into the one mile exclusion zone around the island shown on the charts, 

or the dark coldness of the prison and it's legacy lying ominously beyond the harbour. As sailors 

and club members, we should encourage and challenge the relevant authorities to make 

Robben Island available to us to encourage our participation in the memory of the island, its 

past and its future. It is also too rare that we all get together for a sail, other than the racing 

that we undertake under differing levels of competitiveness. There is a real feeling of 

togetherness and greatness in the common positive human spirit in sharing a day like 

yesterday. It was awesome.  

 

 

 
Ahoy CROCS Sailors! 

 

When a sponsor is as loyal as Crocs have been to us for the 

last decade, you can deduce that there is a very good 

partnership and product on offer. We leave this year's 

edition with a very happy sponsor, who has given a verbal commitment 

already for next year...happy days...and a bunch of sailors who can be 

content they got a great end-of-year sail in. click here to continue reading 

the article   

http://rcyc.co.za/sailing-news/crocs-summer-regatta-2013
http://rcyc.co.za/sailing-news/crocs-summer-regatta-2013


Photos by Trevor Wilkins 

https://plus.google.com/photos/+TrevorWilkins/albums?banner=pwa 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Cape to Rio Mayoral Farewell – Fri 20th December 

 

Christmas Eve Lunch – Tue 24th December 

 

Dassen Island Cruise – Sat 28th – Sun 29th December NB this 

date has changed from Sunday December 8th. 

 

Jazz on the Deck – Sun 29th December 

 

New Year’s Eve Party – Tues 31st December 

 

Cape 2 Rio Blue Peter Party – Thurs 2nd January 

 

Cape 2 Rio start – Sat 4th January 2014 

 

 
 

IT’S A ROLL-OVER: NEXT DRAW R10, 500.00!!!! 

Lodewyk Rabie was the lucky member drawn last Friday night in the Club 

500.  

Unfortunately he was not present to collect his cash! The cash prize of R10 

500 rolls over to this Friday 20th December.   

You have to be physically present at the Club with your membership card at the time of the 

draw to claim your prize 

Unclaimed prizes will be held over and accumulate the following week, increasing the Prize 

amount. 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUTSIDE HOUSE 
 

Users of the hard, slip and crane are asked to take note of the following changes to our 

financial and administrative processes, effective 01 November 2013: 

 

  

PROOF OF INSURANCE 

 Only those vessels which have provided the Club with the required proof of insurance 

will receive hard, slip or crane services.  Insurance declaration forms are available from 

Diane at the office. If you are unsure if the Club recorded your Declaration of Insurance 

please contact diane@rcyc.co.za  

 

 

MASTS 

 Mast stored on the hard will be raised at R50 per day.   

 

 

CHARGES PER PERIOD 

 Charges per period will be calculated on a per hour basis, minimum charge 24hrs.  This 

will not include hanging. 

 

 

 

https://plus.google.com/photos/+TrevorWilkins/albums?banner=pwa
http://www.cape2rio2014.com/
mailto:diane@rcyc.co.za


 

CRADLES 

 The Club has too many cradles on our hard which are hampering our ability to 

maximize on the storage of vessels.  The Marina Manager will be identifying those which 

are deemed necessary, the balance of which will need to be removed.  The Marina 

Manager will contact the owners of those no longer wanted.  Owners will be asked to 

remove the cradle from the hard.  
 

 
 

REMINDERS: 

Safety at Sea: 

 There are stringent laws with regards to consuming alcohol as a skipper or crew of a 

vessel. The Water Police are in the process of checking.  

 Life Rafts are required for night sailing. 

 Proper Navigation lights must be used after sunset and steaming lights while under 

power. 

 

General: 

 No trolleys are to be used on the Club Deck area – this is a dinning and social area.  

Trolleys are to be wheeled to the Contractors Entrance and not through Club frontage. 

 All visitors signed in by members, must at all times wear the visitors sticker. 

 The member signing in the visitor is responsible for the visitor and the visitor’s behaviour 

throughout his/her stay. 

 The member is required to be present and on premises when signing in a guest. The 

member cannot “sign” in guests if they are not at the club. 

 A member may not allow another person to use one’s own card for anything including 

for purchasing drinks/access to club/parking. Should a card be found in the possession 

of anyone besides the named member, it will be treated in a serious light. Should your 

card be lost or stolen, please contact the club office immediately so that it can be 

deactivated. 

 All boats in the marina are required to have insurance, a current COF and must go to 

sea no less than five times per year. 

 

 

Please take note of VESSELS CONFINED TO 

HARBOUR LIST: 

These do not include those in the last 30 days.  

 

 

  

 

HENNION RV MRA NOOK

MORRIS J MRA MOONCHILD

MORRIS J MRA MERIT

KAMP J TMF ISIS

COLLINS D MRA BROAD REACH

ROSS R MRA MILADY SANDRENE


