
Sail Safe 004:  
At Marks and Obstructions  
13 November 2014 [this week: “at obstructions” last week: “at marks”] 
Every yacht that starts a race at Royal Cape is bound by the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing. This week, we add 
another layer “At Marks and Obstructions” that overlay the general limitations and the right of way rules 
explained in the first two notes. This is the third in a series of safety and the rules notes, transcribed from the 
ISAF RRS 2013-2016, Part 2 When Boats Meet, with the relevant rule numbers as stated below. Consider printing 
this page and keeping it handy aboard your yacht. 

SECTION C: At Marks and Obstructions  
Section C rules do not apply at a starting mark surrounded by navigable water or at its anchor line from the 
time boats are approaching them to start until they have passed them. 

19 ROOM TO PASS AN OBSTRUCTION 
19.1 When Rule 19 Applies 

Rule 19 applies between boats at an obstruction except when it is also a mark the boats are required 
to leave on the same side. However, at a continuing obstruction, rule 19 always applies and rule 18 
does not. 

19.2 Giving Room at an Obstruction 
1. A right-of-way boat may choose to pass an obstruction on either side. 
2. When boats are overlapped, the outside boat shall give the inside boat room between her 

and the obstruction, unless she has been unable to do so from the time the overlap began. 
3. While boats are passing a continuing obstruction, if a boat that was clear astern and required 

to keep clear becomes overlapped between the other boat and the obstruction and, at the 
moment the overlap begins, there is not room for her to pass between them, she is not entitled 
to room under rule 19.2(b). While the boats remain overlapped, she shall keep clear and rules 
10 and 11 do not apply. 

20 ROOM TO TACK AT AN OBSTRUCTION 
20.1 Hailing 

When approaching an obstruction, a boat may hail for room to tack and avoid a boat on the 
same tack. However, she shall not hail if 
1. she can avoid the obstruction safely without making a substantial course change, 
2. she is sailing below close-hauled, or 
3. the obstruction is a mark and a boat that is fetching it would be required to respond and 

change course. 
20.2 Responding 

1. After a boat hails, she shall give the hailed boat time to respond. 
2. The hailed boat shall respond even if the hail breaks rule 20.1. 
3. The hailed boat shall respond either by tacking as soon as possible, or by immediately replying 

‘You tack’ and then giving the hailing boat room to tack and avoid her. 
4. When the hailed boat responds, the hailing boat shall tack as soon as possible. 
5. From the time a boat hails until she has tacked and avoided the hailed boat, rule 18.2 does not 

apply between them. 
20.3 Passing On a Hail to an Additional Boat 

When a boat has been hailed for room to tack and she intends to respond by tacking, she may hail 
another boat on the same tack for room to tack and avoid her. She may hail even if her hail does not 
meet the conditions of rule 20.1. Rule 20.2 applies between her and the boat she hails. 

21 EXONERATION 
When a boat is sailing within the room or mark-room to which she is entitled under a rule of Section C, 
she shall be exonerated if, in an incident with a boat required to give her that room or mark-room, 
1. she breaks a rule of Section A, rule 15 or rule 16, or 
2. she is compelled to break rule 31. 

 
 
Sail Safe: Sail to the Rules! 

Luke 


