
 

 

IRC – 2015 GAC Laser IRC National Championships – V&A Waterfront 

6th – 8th November 2015 

For the second year running the premier South African yacht racing championships will be held out of the 
prestigious Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, one of South Africa’s top tourist destinations. Last year local IRC 
sailors enjoyed the opportunity in mingling with the Volvo Ocean Race crews as well as having the use of the 
Volvo moorings, showcasing our South African racing yachts to the many visitors to the V&A Waterfront. 
Unfortunately the delays the Volvo teams experienced while crossing the notorious doldrums on the equator, 
limited the marina space for all our South African IRC teams; however this did not detract from the festive 
atmosphere and Volvo hospitality on the quayside during the regatta.  

This year’s IRC Nationals Championships will be held out of the same venue and moorings, however will start a 
week after the Clipper Round the World yachts leave Cape Town for Albany in Western Australia. The GAC 
Laser IRC Nationals is the closing event of the V&A Waterfront’s Ocean Festival which kicks off on the 23rd 
October. 

The V&A Ocean Festival will feature a host of events including a lighted boat parade on the evening of the 30th 
October, ocean sport activities including a Tri-Sailing program, lifestyle exhibitions and the arrival and 
departure of the twelve 70 foot Clipper yachts all competing in the Clipper Round the World yacht race. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2015 GAC Laser IRC South African championships is part of the newly established Cape Summer Yacht 
Racing Circuit, incorporating all the top regattas hosted around the Cape Peninsula; these include the Intasure 
Spring Regatta, IRC Nationals, RCYC’s Summer regatta, RCYC’s Mid-Summer Fling regatta and then finishing off 
with the ever popular Club Mykonos Offshore. 

“Last year the number of yachts that entered exceeded our expectations with a record 23 entries, which 
equated to 265 crew. We are confident that we can increase these numbers this year and establish the regatta 

V&A Ocean Festival venue 



as a premier brand of the Cape Town events Calendar. It is the intention of the organisers to hold this regatta 
every year, which may get the attention of international teams to ship their yachts over to come and compete 
with our local talent” says Hylton Hale - Chairman of the IRC Class Association. 

The racing will be run by the ever efficient Royal Cape Yacht Club’s sailing office, which now has a wealth of 
experience in running large events. The on-shore program will be under the management of Worldsport who’s 
impressive CV includes amongst others the Knysna Oyster Festival, Cape Town Cycle Tour, Durban’s July 
Handicap and of course the Cape Town and Abu Dhabi stopovers of the Volvo Ocean race.   

IRC SA is also pleased to announce that the regatta will have an International flavour in the form of the Reichel 
Pugh 52 “Cape Fling” which will feature Olympian sailor, Peter Holmberg and five times Volvo Ocean Race 
veteran and four times Americas Cup sailor, Jan Dekker. It is especially pleasing to see some of the previously 
campaigned boats back in the mix, with the promise of the return of Bally Hoo Too a modified Mum 36 
skippered by world renowned single handed sailor JJ Provoyeur.  

Importantly the bulk of the regatta will be made up of an array of competitive smaller boats such as Dale 
Kushner’s Sunfast 3200 Xtra-Link YOLO, the ever improving J111’s Mwah and Tenacity and the L34 “Nuthur 
Witch” which is showing signs of being a real threat for the podium. 

Back to defend their 2014 titles will be the GP42 “Vulcan” winner of IRC 0, “A-L” the Farr 38 IRC 1 and the J105 
“Pants on Fire” which took IRC 2.   

      

IRC SA’s other regular boat owners have all promised to support the regatta which will mean an estimated 20 
to 25 entries made up of grand prix race boats to competitive cruiser racers.  

The 2015 - GAC Laser IRC Nationals is only open to IRC rated yachts who have 2015/16 certificates; available 
moorings are allocated on a first entry first serve basis and all teams are invited to take up their moorings in 
the race village from Monday the 2nd October.  

For IRC Certificate applications email Sandy at  sails@wol.co.za  

For further information on the programme of events, Notice of Race and entry forms please go to 
www.ircsa.co.za or www.rcyc.co.za In addition IRC SA will be posting regular updates on the IRC SA Facebook 
Page. 
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