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21 SOLD IN 6 WEEKS!

MICHAEL MORRIS

CAPE Town’s Foreshore is set for a
major overhaul, with an ambitious
Port Gateway Precinct plan on the
cards which promises to restore the
central city’s access to its seafront.

The project, which given its
infancy is described as a “visioning”
exercise, aims to forge a direct link
between central Cape Town and
Table Bay, opening up inaccessible
land between the Convention Centre
and the harbour to shops, housing,
offices and hotels, with landscaped
public spaces, pedestrian corridors
and a new canal.

Plans for a new cruiseliner ter-
minal at E berth is the initial focal
point of a scheme which will reopen
access to the seafront sealed off by
the Foreshore reclamation of the
1940s.

The project is the product of
high-level collaboration between the
city, the Transnet National Port
Authority, the V&A Waterfront and
the provincial government.

The vision anticipates trans-
forming an unsightly congested
inaccessible precinct into one that is
pleasant, people-friendly and
attracts residents, businesses and
visitors. It calls for a rethink of the
Foreshore freeways, which function
as a barrier, suggesting that the best
long-term option would be to demol-
ish them.

Conceptualised within a 50-year
time-frame, the scheme dovetails with
multibillion-rand port expansion
plans, effectively doubling the city’s
container-handling capacity to meet
the demands of growing freight-based
sectors of the regional economy.

In addition, the envisaged
precinct abuts the site of the old
grain mill, which is being trans-
formed into the Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary Art Africa.

Elements of the broader Port
Gateway concept include:

● Moving the Royal Cape Yacht
Club from its present site in Duncan
Dock, subject to negotiation, possi-
bly to wharfage in Victoria Basin,
facing the Waterfront.

● Freeing up warehousing on
either side of Southarm Road –
again, subject to negotiation – for
hotel, residential and commercial
development.

●Extending the street grid of the
downtown central city to the water’s
edge at E berth, providing opportu-
nities for mixed-use development,
including social (affordable, rental)
housing as well as high-end housing.

● Extending the existing Rogge-
baai Canal, which runs between the
Waterfront and the Convention Cen-
tre, to Duncan Dock to provide an
additional waterway link with the
sea and to create a boundary
between formal port functions and
the new public precinct.

● Possibly in the long-term
removing the freeways – or else
building under and around them.

● Concentrating port activity
within a more rationally defined
area, with back-of-port functions
likely being located on Transnet-
owned land in Culemborg and Paar-
den Eiland. 

The Port Gateway Precinct
vision was the subject of a presenta-
tion at the recent port cities confer-
ence in Durban.

Brett Herron, Cape Town’s may-
oral committee member for trans-
port, told Weekend Argus this week
that one of the most significant
aspects of the Port Gateway idea
was that the “four major players”
(the city, province, Waterfront and
the port authority) agreed that “this
is a good vision we can all buy into”.

He stressed, however, that it had
not yet achieved the status of a plan.
“It’s a vision, and it’s presented
within a long-term time-frame.”

Much of the detail – including,
for instance, the future of fishing
industry facilities along Southarm
Road, the fate of Customs House,
and the future location of the Royal
Cape Yacht Club (which has been
given notice that its lease is to be ter-
minated) – would be the subject of
negotiation and detailed planning

JAN CRONJE

CITY of Cape Town officials have
taken up cudgels on behalf of
embattled residents who say they’re
bearing the brunt of peak-time load
shedding, offering Eskom sugges-
tions of a fairer schedule during an
emergency meeting yesterday.

This follows continuing com-
plaints that people in some suburbs
are suffering more than others. At
the moment, over weekends, area
nine – which includes Langa,
Epping and parts of Pinelands – has
been without power between 6pm
and 8.30pm during stage 1 load shed-
ding, a time when households will
be using appliances for lighting,
entertainment and cooking.

Area 11, meanwhile, which
includes Constantia, Bergvliet and
Plumstead, loses power between 6
and 8.30am on Saturday and Sunday.  

Like other parts of the country,
Cape Town suburbs have been
plunged into darkness on a predeter-
mined schedule over most week-
ends since early last month.

The load shedding started follow-
ing the collapse of a coal silo at
Majuba power station in
Mpumalanga and technical prob-
lems at others. 

“The city, with Eskom, is explor-
ing more suitable load-shedding
schedules that will have a lower
overall impact on our residents and
our economy,” said deputy mayor
Ian Neilson after yesterday’s meet-
ing with regional Eskom leadership.  

Speaking to Weekend Argus after
the meeting, which he described as
“very constructive and open”, Neil-
son said power disruptions were
unfair when one “cluster” of sub-
urbs was affected on two consecu-
tive days at peak times. 

“The debate was around issues of
certainty and fairness,” said Neil-
son, who added that the city handed
over and discussed proposed sched-
ule changes at the meeting.  

Neilson said that Eskom’s
regional leadership told him they
would study the proposals. 

Neilson said the city’s proposal
would make the load shedding times
more “variable”, so that no one area

Cape Town
fights for
fair sharing
of the load

City’s new
waterfront
●Yacht club to be moved
● Cruiseliner terminal planned
● Freeways may be demolished

BOLD VISION: Mayoral committee
member Brett Herron.
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Sacrifice takes on new
flavours in the online age
WASHINGTON: Europeans would
gladly sacrifice booze, fast food and
chocolate for mobile internet access,
according to a new report commis-
sioned by Google. 

But sex? Or
showering? No
amount of on-the-
go reading and
tweeting could
replace those,
apparently.

The study,
which also looks
at Europe’s atti-
tude toward the
mobile Web more
broadly, is the lat-
est in a torrent of
surveys, polls and
reports that attempt to quantify peo-
ples’ “need” for the internet. 

To date, various groups of people,
surveyed by various technology com-
panies, consultants and PR firms,
have said they’d sacrifice the follow-
ing things for internet access and/or
an internet-enabled phone: alcohol,
chocolate, fast food, satellite naviga-

tion, coffee, TV, sex, seeing your
mother, the ability to speak, an extra
day of vacation, exercise, deodorant,
toothbrushes, microwaves, your first-
born child (well, kind of).

Peculiarly, you
never seem to see
these surveys
framed around giv-
ing up books or
radios or TVs – per-
haps because those
things are so inte-
grated into our lives
that playing “would
you rather” with
them seems self-evi-
dently pointless. 

Or perhaps
because, while the

internet can still be played down as
some kind of dispensable indulgence
– on the order of fast food, chocolate
and GPS – trivialising books that way
feels kind of profane.

But this? This is just the internet.
No big deal. (Just the most transfor-
mative technology of the past 50
years.) – The Washington Post

King Cobras

QUESTION: Would you give up
coffee for mobile internet?
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PARTY TIME: Captain Justin Ontong lifts the trophy after the Cape Cobras beat the Knights to be crowned
domestic T20 Challenge champions last night. 
●More on page 32 PICTURE: LEON LESTRADE
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Picnic or braai under the trees & enjoy time with family & friends

Directions:  Straight through Ceres on R46 the Touws River Rd.  

After 12 km, turn right, Bo-Swaarmoed Road, drive 18km
We do not accept Diners and 

American Express credit cards.

www.cherryfarm.co.za

TEL: 023 312 1521 8.30 am - 4.30 pm

OPEN EVERY DAY TILL 
END DECEMBER 

EXCEPT CHRISTMAS DAY

Entrance R20
Per person

KLONDYKE CHERRY FARM 
NEAR CERES

PICK YOUR OWN

om/13/09873434

We accept Range Road, Blackheath, Cape Town • Tel: (021) 907 4120 / 1

www.continentalfactoryshop.co.za

Trading Hrs
Mon - Thurs: 08:30 - 16:30

Fridays: 08:30 - 15:00 
 Saturday’s: 08:30 - 13:00

Directions
R300, Stellenbosch Arterial, 
4th Robot Right, Over Stop,

 500m on Right
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Crockery 
Warehouse

GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!

“Visit www.continentalfactoryshop.co.za and our Facebook page”

CUSTOM LEATHER 

APPAREL

021 422 2198

072 806 1459

cactuszact@gmail.com

Ladies, mens & kiddies

Biker Jackets, Fashion jackets, 

waistcoats, dresses, skirts 

& much more 
OM/SS/09878473

We know you 
have a heart.

Remember to donate blood 

this festive season.
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DEVELOPMENT is foreseen within the following 
time-frame:

0-5 YEARS:
●Cruiseliner terminal development and public open space at

entrance.
● Enhance existing vehicular and pedestrian access to

cruiseliner site.
● Incentives for development of sites facing the cruiseliner site

to ensure complementary continuous activity (to possibly
include wellness centre, light industrial, retail and commercial
development).

● Establish a vehicular connection along Duncan Road into
Heerengracht and Roggebaai Canal precinct as an extension
of the existing network to provide alternative points of access
to the site.

●Development of vacant land along Duncan Road as an
extension of activity in the cruiseliner terminal area.

5 – 10 YEARS
●Consolidate the container area along Duncan Road and move

into multi-purpose break and dry bulk area along F berth to
create space for further development.

● Provide further incentives for complementary development
along Duncan Road.

●Open up the Roggebaai Canal to flow towards the harbour
edge to create a waterway that can function as a public space
as well as boundary between port functions in F berth and
development in E berth.

● Possible further relocation of activity in F berth to free up
space for development along Duncan Road.

●Creation of a strong focus on public open spaces and linkages
with surrounding pedestrian movement and open space
destinations.

●Relocation of the Royal Cape Yacht Club.

10 - 20 YEARS
● Systematic relocation of port functions to Culemborg/Paarden

Eiland and other consolidated or vacant areas.
● Establishment of a primary road linkage parallel to Duncan

Road to provide more access to entry points, relieving
congestion along Dock Road.

● Landscaping and softening of pedestrian routes into port and
V&A Waterfront.

●Redevelopment of I&J warehouses into light industrial,
commercial, retail and market spaces to activate the water’s
edge.

20 - 50 YEARS
●Continuation of mixed use development in the Roggebaai

Canal and cruiseliner terminal precinct.
● Extension and continuation of development along Duncan

Road and new road network.
● Redevelopment of Customs House.
● Establishment of water linkages from the central city and

Gateway Precinct to the harbour’s edge to further promote
public access to the water.

●Commercialisation of B, C and D berths along Southarm Road
(to possibly include hotels, rental accommodation,
restaurants, offices, etc).

How the area will grow

From page 1

over the next decade or so.
The catalyst for a more

immediate refiguring of the
precinct would be the creation
of a new cruiseliner terminal
at Duncan Dock’s E berth.

Herron said: “It is exciting,
and all involved recognise that
the outcome, the concept, is far
bigger and more ambitious
than was initially anticipated.

“The Waterfront, which has
matured over the past 30 years,
has proved a remarkable suc-
cess, but there is still a sense

that the Waterfront is not the
port, and that though one can
see port activities from there,
for people the actual port areas
are quite forbidding. 

“So the question was, how
could we connect the city to the
seafront, make it more human-
friendly, and enable an exten-
sion of commercial, retail and
residential components, while
at the same time consolidating
port activities to enable this
vital element of the regional
economy to fulfil its functions?

“The vision indicates what
we envisage happening over

the next 50 years. The starting
point is the proposed cruise-
liner terminal.”

Herron noted that the essence
of the concept was “not just
development, but creating qual-
ity space that people can enjoy”.

City planner Liezel Kruger-
Fountain, of the spatial plan-
ning and urban design depart-
ment, noted in the presentation
shown in Durban that the site
“offers the potential to unblock
the public transport, port, pri-
vate vehicular and pedestrian
congestion on Dock Road by
providing alternatives to this

oversubscribed route”.
Design principles in the

visioning exercise underscore
enhancing the heritage and
neighbourhood character of
the precinct, integrating devel-
opment with “‘green areas, cor-
ridors and nodes”, with provi-
sion for informal trading, and
promoting an urban rather
than a suburban quality in part
by using a “range of densities
to ensure urban efficiency,
vitality and livability”.

Mixed, “fine-grained” devel-
opment should “contribute to a
positive character and identity

of place”.
On the future of the Fore-

shore freeway, the presentation
suggests that the “appropriate”
route to follow “would be to go
the way of visionary and suc-
cessful cities such as Portland,
Paris and San Francisco that
have demolished (freeways)
and resisted further develop-
ment of similar structures”.

Alternatively, it suggests
“building between and below
the freeways, essentially mak-
ing the freeways disappear”.

The presentation also
touches on infrastructure con-

straints, noting that “to unlock
development within the cen-
tral city and enable the levels of
densification, new housing and
investment envisaged at a pol-
icy level, sewerage and energy
capacity constraints must be
resolved”.

“The magnitude of poten-
tial development offers the
potential to apply green tech-
nologies rather than conven-
tional solutions so that sewer-
age can be transformed into
energy within the central city,
and provide water to irrigate
new parks and landscaping.”

EXPANSION: Port functions will be consolidated within the areas enclosed by red dotted lines in this gull’s eye view of the
greater harbour area, with the Port Gateway precinct occupying the area shaded in yellow and orange.

GATEWAY: The proposed cruiseliner terminal at Duncan Dock’s
E berth is the likely catalyst of the Gateway project.

New portside waterfront on the cards

RACE-based attacks are serious
and should be dealt with in a
manner that inspires public
confidence, the Cape Town Mag-
istrate’s Court heard yesterday.

“Our past is our past and we
need to live and see into our
future. There is a need for the
court to consider this and to pro-
tect the community against peo-
ple like the accused,” said prose-
cutor Andy Hess.

She was arguing in aggrava-
tion of the sentencing of 36-year-
old Andre van Deventer, who was

convicted last month of assault-
ing domestic worker Gloria
Kente, and calling her a “k****r”.

She said the sentence should
be considered in the light of an
attack on race, and him commit-
ting a similar offence against
Kente in 2008.

“We have different types of
racial issues in our country. The
accused clearly has an issue with
black people and women.”

The court heard that its role
was not to make an example of
Van Deventer, but to make sure

justice was seen to be done. He
had admitted he had a problem
with alcohol and aggression,
especially against women, but
did not admit to having a prob-
lem with black people.

“I would submit that he needs
to go out in the community and
show and learn from them that
this is not a country where every-
body is racist or uses (such)
words,” Hess said.

She said an appropriate sen-
tence would be house arrest, com-
munity service and a prohibition

on using alcohol or any drugs.
Correctional Services would

then set out the appropriate pro-
grammes for him.

The recommended sentence
was in accordance with section
276(1)(h) of the Criminal Proce-
dure Act, which offered correc-
tional supervision after a correc-
tional officer had placed a report
before the court. The supervision
could not exceed three years.

Hess said this was not an easy
option, and that 90 percent of
people who received this sen-

tence returned to court to say
they could not uphold the condi-
tions any longer.

She also offered an alternative
option of periodical imprison-
ment, which would see Van
Deventer working in the week
and spending the weekend at
Pollsmoor Prison.

“But if the court wants to
look at his sentence with an ele-
ment of mercy, then maybe cor-
rectional supervision is an
option,” she told the magistrate.

Hess said the correctional

report was not ready because
Van Deventer had apparently not
co-operated with the official to
secure a visit. 

But Van der Westhuizen said
his client had only been called
two days ago, and would take a
day’s leave to offer his assistance.

Hess threatened that if he did
not co-operate she would ask the
court to consider periodical
imprisonment.

The case was postponed to
January 28 to complete the report
and possible sentencing. – Sapa
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more “variable”, so that no one area
was without power at particularly
inconvenient times on consecutive
days.  

Eskom has scheduled load shed-
ding over weekends, in part, to build
up reserves of water and diesel for its
peak demand power stations. 

It previously told Weekend Argus
that power disruptions over week-
ends would also lessen the impact on
industry.  

The peak demand stations, such
as Ankerlig Power Station near
Atlantis, are designed to provide top-
up power for peak periods in the
mornings and in the evenings when
demand is high. 

But due to high demand, the power
utility has been using up its diesel
and water reserves faster than they
can be replaced during the week.

The meeting also discussed how
much notification Capetonians had of
outages.  

“We have also shared with Eskom
our dissatisfaction over the poor noti-
fication periods that the city receives,
and the poor communication that
Eskom has with the public when load
shedding changes are made,” Neilson
said.

The city discussed its idea to
change the Ankerlig power station to
run on gas instead of the diesel it uses
at present. 

Neilson said while this wouldn’t
happen soon – a reliable gas supply
was needed – the conversion could
help the province expand its energy
sources.

● For the latest information on
load shedding call the City of Cape
Town on 0860 103 089 or Eskom on
0860 037 566.

More on page 24

City,Eskom meet on load shedding

‘Justice must be seen to be done’in domestic worker abuse caseDagga plantation torched
LIMPOPO police destroyed dagga with a street
value of around R5 million in Makhado yesterday.

More than 840 dagga trees, each about 1.5m tall,
were set alight. The plantation was discovered by
police on foot patrol on municipal-owned property,
Brigadier Hangwani Mulaudzi said.

The owner of the dagga lived on the farm, but
was not found at the scene, he said. – Sapa

200 jobs to go in factory closure
JILLIAN TURNER

TWO HUNDRED workers at a
clothing factory in Lansdowne
are set to lose their jobs when the
AJ CMT factory files for liquida-
tion, according to the Southern
African Clothing and Textile
Workers Union (Sactwu).

“It is not going to be a good
Christmas for these workers,”
said Fachmy Abrahams, the
union’s co-ordinator in the office
of the general secretary. 

“Many of the clothing work-
ers are single mothers and sup-
port up to five and eight family
members. In our discussions
with the owners, we told them
‘you have money to fall back on
but these workers will have 
nothing’.”

Sactwu presented proposals
to keep the doors open, including
the option of a business rescue,
but Abrahams said it had made
no difference. 

Yesterday, union representa-
tives  and workers arrived at the
factory and were shocked to see
machinery being moved off the
premises. 

Abrahams confirmed that this
could not happen until the oppos-
ing papers are filed, and that the
attempt to remove the machinery
was halted.

“But Waldo van Zyl, general
manager of AJ CMT, countered
however that the 17-year-old com-
pany was unable to come back
from the struggles it had experi-
enced over the past two years. 

Van Zyl confirmed that the

union did present the option of a
business rescue consultant, but
that it was simply “too late”. 

He added that the union 
“didn’t have anything concrete
on the table” including where the
funding would come from. 

When asked about manage-
ment’s reaction to Sactwu filing
opposing papers to the liquida-
tion, he said: “If they can turn it
around, then we will be so
happy.”

For now, Van Zyl insists man-
agement has done all it can for
the workers, including paying all
annual leave and bonuses. He
also said that management had
been approached by two compa-
nies “keen to take on all of the
employees”.

jillian.turner@inl.co.za


