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BOBERT GARDNER MEEK
19 August 1951 - 1 January 2014

St George's Cathedral
CaPe Town

11:00 Thursday I J anuary 2014

OFFICIANT THE VERY REVD MICHAEL WEEDEB

DRUM CALL

GREETING AND WELCOME

OPENING HYMN

ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE
(FOR THOSE IN PERIL ON THE SEA)

Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in oeril on the sea!

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard
And hushed their raging at Thy word,
Who walkedst on the foaming deep,
And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!

Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood
Upon the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumult cease,

And give, for wild confusion, peace;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea!

O Trinity of love and power!
Our brethren shield in danger's hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect them wheresoe'er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.
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1O7:23-32
RICK NANKIN

down to the sea in shios:
trade on great wateG,

seen the works of God:
wonders in the deep.

he sooke and raised the storm-wind:
lifted high the waves of the sea.

to the sky and down again to the depths:
melts away in the face of disaster.

reel and stagger like drunken men:
and are at their wits' end.

' 
Lv ftfifity #34 to tn" Lord in their distress:

-rE El tz zYt- I n t: FlthefgoKttiem out of their trouble'

He calmed the storm to a silence:
and the waves of the sea were stilled.

Then they were glad because they were quiet:
and he,brought them to the haven they longed for.

Let them thank the Lord for this goodness:
anil for the wonders that he does for the children of men;

Let them exalt him in the assemblv of the
and oraise him in the council of elders.
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MUSIC TRIBUTE
BOB DYLAN - BLOWING IN THE WIND

Sung by CHRIS HAW and DAVE BRYANT

How many roads must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?

Yes, 'n' how many seas must a white dove sail
Before she sleeps in the sand?

Yes, 'n' how many times must the cannonballs fly
Before they're forever banned?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind

How many years can a mountain exist
Before it's washed to the sea?

Yes, 'n' how many years can some people exist
Before they're allowed to be free?

Yes, 'n' how many times can a man turn his head
Pretending he just doesn't see?

The answe( my friend, is blowin' in the wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind

How many times must a man look up
Before he can see the sky?

Yes, 'n' how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?

Yes, 'n' how many deaths will it take till he knows
That too many people have died?

The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind
The answer is blowin' in the wind

FINAL TRIBUTE
LOUISE and CLAUDIA MEEK

PROCLOMATION OF THE GOSPEL

SERMON
ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS DESMOND TUTU

COMMITTAL



A WORD OF THANKS
JOHN ALMON

CLOSING HYMN
AMMING GRACE byJOHH NEWTON

Sung by ZOLANI MAHOLA
Congregation to join from the foutth stanza.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

T'was Grace that taught my head to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.

How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;

'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and head shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,

I shall possess within the veil,
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A life of joy and peace.

when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease:

I shall profess, within the vail,
A life of joy and peace.



OBITUARY ROBERT MEEK
B Arch (UCT), Dip Urban Design (Oxford Brookes), Pr Arch MlArch CIA

Our lives are most often best expressed in ihe little things that we do
every day, the way we are - naturally and organically - with those
around us in our work, our recreation and our family. Through our ev-
eryday actions we give meaning to our humanity and leave the foot-
prints that say we were here and this is who we are. Those footprints
iell the story of departed men. In the trail of Robert Meek we see some
of the very best of all those qualities we admire and aspire to. r.

Robert Meek was murdered on the hour of the New Year in a '"fttot" 
--L 
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wild coast cottage. His sudden, unprovoked and violent death makes
its acceptance so hard to comprehend Because in life Rob was loved
and known as a humble, peace loving and gentle man that readily
shared his talents with all about him, using his enquiring mind to learn
more and share more. He was widely respected as a sincere' carlng
and confident team player who led others by example. He carried a dry
sense of humour that helped him travel light, with a childlike sense of
wonderment and optimism. Yet beneath these endearing character
traits rested an open and critical mind, always carefulto offer solutions
driven, constructive critique to the problems of everyday life And
through all of this, one would never hear Rob speak negatively of any
other human being, preferring to find and grow the strengths in all
about him.

In his professional life, Rob began his studies at the Nelson Mandela
University (formerly UPE) and obiained his architectural degree at UCT,
going on to study Urban Design at Oxford Brookes Polytechnic' Rob
was i founder member of GAPP Architects and Urban Designers, and
before that a partner of Prinsloo Parker Flint Elliott and van Den Heever'
He brought a special touch to the praciice of urban design with his
unique understanding of eveMhing maritime, which was iirmly an-
chored in his deep love of sailing. In the early years of the V&A Water-
front, Rob lead the pioneering proJect for the conversion of Quay 4 and
the new facilities for the NSRI. Rob has more recently been involved in
the Precinct Plan for Granger Bay, which will link the V&A Waterfront to
the Atlantic Seaboard. In addition to this he has been a central player
in motivating for a new small craft harbour with Provincial and Local
Government, in order to provide a safe haven for small fishing and rec
reation craft in Granger Bay. Recently his worked has included hous-
ing and a new integrated community projebtblithe Cape Flats at Oak-
lands.



In the world of yachting the Rob Meek name is legendary He was the
main Trustee of SAORT, the South African Ocean Racing Trust, which
financially assisted aspiring young racing sailors to develop their skills,
and a long standing member of the Royal Cape Yacht Club Sailing
Committee. His skills as a yachtsman are well known and he was so
highly respected that having him as the skipper on your boat meant
you were certain to attract highly experienced racing crew. An integral
facet of his yachting endeavours was development of new and young
crew. He was the most meticulous sailor you could ever meet, insisting
that the boat always look proud, organised and sparkling clean. He
was always a calming influence and even in tight situations would
calmly make accurate pronouncements in an almost humorous
manner.

Rob was beyond all else a team player at home, at work and in his lei-
s u r e a c t i V i t i e s . H i s f a m i | y a n d h i s v a s t c i r c | e o f c o | | e a g u e S a n d f r i e n d s � �
attest to his open nature, enquiring mind and his abounding energy for. -'14 _ , f'
an active life, lived to the full in the company of friends and family. Rob ' 

;
has left a legacy that will be long remembered and respected and he I
will be sorely missed. His life stands as a beacon to us all to live life to * '

the full and to strive to add our best through individual innovation,
commitment and enihusiasm. EveMhing he did was done thoughtfully,
carefully, authentically and above all gently - he was a beautiful, gentle,
talented and caring person. For all his gentleness, though, when he
thought an idea or principle was worth fighting for, he had tenacity and
courage second to none that made him a leader that people were pre-
oared to follow.

Gavin Hattford

Please join us for tea in the Cathedral courtyard after the
servlce.

Everyone is also welcome to join us at Royal Cape Yacht
Club to reflect on and celebrate Rob's wonderful life.


