


The RCYC Cruising Sub Committee  together with Sailing Office are honoured and

excited to welcome you on board for the 2021 version of the Knysna Rally. The

inaugural event was an absolute blast and the intention is to build on it and create a

cruising event unrivalled in South Africa. 

The sail up the coast to Knysna includes an obligatory stop off in Mossel Bay.

William Crockett, whom I am sure needs no introduction, will be doing the weather

routing and Wavy Immelman will provide a lecture on the passage and what to

expect and how to prepare. Safety is of course paramount to the Club and this is

why the event has a weather window - we will leave on the recommendation of our

weather Guru Will, to ensure the best possible forecasted weather window.

The NSRI will be part of the event and will be watching us all the way to the Heads,

where Mike “Jakes” Jakobsen will talk us though on channel 6. The days are

currently filling up with fun, action packed family adventure events. 

Arranging these events takes some planning and negotiation on the Organisers side

as there are around 65 cruisers and 15 yachts taking part. 

RCYC looks forward to hosting you on another fantastic Cruisers event. 

Ready about? Lee ho! 

Welcome Aboard 



 
Dear Royal Cape Cruisers,

 
Knysna Yacht Club is excited to welcome the Royal Cape Cruisers in September
2021 and we are looking forward to share our beautiful club and town with you.

Mike Jacobs or “Jakes” as he is known, will be the 1st voice you hear to welcome
you to KYC.

Should you require any assistance, please feel free to contact the Club Secretary,
Nicky or Commodore Jakes.

 
Mike Jacobs
KYC Commodore



NSRI 
We have been in communication with NSRI.  All stations along the coast are aware of the rally.  
 They will be on standby should you require any assistance. 
The NSRI emergency operations center contact number is : 087 094 9774.

Knysna Station Commander:  Jerome Simonis, 
Station 12 Knysna can be contacted on 082 990 5956   -  24/7

Important Contact numbers

Sailing Office  - We are contactable 24/7 whilst you are at sea.  Kerry:  064 652 6316





What's happening when  

Thurs 16th

Date Activity 

Skippers Briefing @ 18:00 

Sun 19th 

Gin Tasting at Cape St Blaize Distillery
Aquatic Olympics:  

Anything that Floats Race
Team Relay Racing for the Skipper

Foundation  

Sat 18th

Arrival in Mossel Bay  

Mon 20th 

Tues 21st

Wed 22nd 

Thurs 23rd 
 

Fri 24th  

Depart for Knysna  

Gin Tasting at Knysna Gin Distillery 
80's Lawn Bowls Tournament at

Knynsa Bowling Club 
Diner at Drydock 

Champagne Brunch  
Cook off followed by prize giving. 

 80’s theme 

Kayak adventure with Eden
Adventures in the Wilderness

Dinner at 34 South     

Arrival in Knysna 
Welcome dinner at KYC   

Please note, none of the the activies are compulsory.  This is your adventure so do what makes
you happy  - everything, some of the activities or none of them, it's your choice  



A special thanks to our incredible Sponsors  



Cape Saint Blaize Gin 

An Artisanal distillery that captures the true spirit of Eden, through rare 
botanical selection and artful distillation. 

Cape Saint Blaize Gin is artfully distilled, bottled and hand labelled at the  historic home, the Ochre
Barn in Mossel Bay. Each bottle is individually forged in Mossel Bay. Incorporating ancient methods
and natural elements in the production.

Tastings cost R90 per head at booking is for  11:00am 

Aquatic Olympics: 
An afternoon guaranteed to be loads of fun, filled with side splitting laughter whilst raising money for the Skipper Foundation   

The aim with the center is to teach and develop sailing skills to vulnerable youth groups from
underprivileged communities. We achieve this by means of sponsored training courses presented
by competent volunteering experts. The sailing environment sets the platform for youth to learn
technical and soft skills as well as other attributes such as commitment, discipline and ethics,
which prepare them for national and international employment opportunities in the marine
industry.

The afternoon activities consists of two parts. : 
 1st is a Team Relay Dinghy Race.  Teams to be formed between yachts  - each dinghy will be crewed
with one rally participant and one student from the Skipper Foundation.  You can give your team a
name.  When the whistle goes launch dinghy, race between the two buoys and then back to shore
change crew, until your entire team has been completed the course.  

The 2nd part is a "Anything that Floats Race"  - 1 entry per boat.. 

Mossel Bay 
Sun 19th 

Gin Tasting at Cape St Blaize
Distillery
Aquatic Olympics: 
 Team Relay Racing for the Skipper
Foundation 
Anything that Floats Race
   

Arrival in Mossel Bay  

Mon 20th 

Minimum entry fee of R100 per boat participating in the rally 



Knysna 

Arrival in Knysna 
Welcome dinner at KYC   

Tues 21st 

A mouth watering dinner of beef fillet, pepper corn
sauce served with chips will be prepared for you 
by Bob and the Sailing Office    

 
The most welcoming voice on arriving at the entrance to the Heads will be Jakes on VHF Channel 06
he will guide you through the two bars at the entrance. You may not spot him on the shore but he
sure has you in his sights.  Listen carefully to his instructions. The Sailing Office will no doubt be in
prime position to watch as you enter the heads.  

Make you way up the channel to the Yacht Club. Jakes will advise as to where everyone will be
mooring for the week. Some will be moored at the Quays, others at the club..

Fresh showers and tasty food and ice cold beverages await your arrival.    

Welcome Dinner 



We have arranged transport to and from the Wilderness for you. You will be collected
from the Yacht Club.   The cost for this fun filled day is R400 per person which includes
your canoe, river guide and transport.   

What to take along:   
Lunch & Refreshments
Comfortable shoes 
Screen & Hat 
Windbreaker 
Towel for those brave enough to swim  

Lunch and refreshments are excluded in the price  

 

The adventure:   
 

The Touw River Waterfall. By far the most popular route, this trip involves roughly 40mins
(3km) of paddling through indigenous forest and 40mins (2.5km) of walking on a
boardwalk to a waterfall. After taking in the scene at the waterfall, you return via the
same way. The highlight of the route is that it culminates at a lovely waterfall which is
ideal venue for a picnic and a refreshing dip.

Wilderness Wednesday 

Kayaking with Eden Adventures - Chris Leggatt  

Photo from Eden Adventures website 

Lunch Packs  - from 34 South Restaurant  -  R75 per head includes 

Snack  - assorted danishes & seasonal fruit 
Panini:  Ham Cheese Tomato / Cheese & Tomato / Chicken Mayo & Lettuce
Something sweet:   Mini Toblerone & Mini Daim 
500ml bottle of water 

The arrangements: 



Knysna Gin Distillery 
Knysna Gin is distilled the traditional way with a flame &
copper pot still. It is made with nine natural botanicals,
including the Num Num berry which is the Knysna Lourie’s
favourite treat.

The Distillery is in the Knysna Industrial Area which is a short
walk along the edge of the lagoon.  
A good way to earn your gin. 

Leaving the Yacht Club at 10:30
Tasting is R60 per head 

 

The cost is R30 per player  - you are able to hire bowls from the club should you not own your
own set.  There will be club members on hand to assist us  - basically a crash course in bowls.  

The dress code is casual (80's gear) with flat shoes no tread or bare feet

Prizes for the best dressed team
Winners of the tournament 

 
The bar will be open for refreshments 

Throwback Thursday  - 80's is the order of the day  

Lawn Bowls Tournament - Knysna Bowling Club   

Rawson St, Knysna Central, Knysna, 6571

Tournament starts at 15:30 



 The main meal needs to be cooked on the fires provided especially considering it is National
Braai Day 
Only crew members participating in the rally are able to be involved with the cooking and
preparation.
Judging will take place from 19"00 - there will be a count down to indicate the cut off time.
Points will be awarded for the following:  

Last year's Knysna Rally saw the first cook off. it was great evening - with some incredible meals
prepared by the participants that definitely impressed the judges.  

Rules there aren't too many.  

1.

2.

3.
4.

Menu - explanation thereof 
Presentation of the meal 
Taste  
Table  - extra points if an effort is made 
Points for the team who made the most effort with the the 80's theme 

Fabulous Friday 24th  Champagne Brunch  
Cook off followed by prize giving. 

 80’s theme 
Champagne Brunch  
 @ R180 per person. 

Assortment of cheeses 
Croissant
Muffins 

Savoury quiche
Fruit skewer – 5 different fruits

Mini Yoghurt
 Fresh juice & Sparkling Wine

 

Cook Off 

Prizegiving will take place after all meals have been judged 



 

Cassiopia is a fine example of David Sadler's well regarded Sadler
32 design. Launched in the 80s in Gothenburg, Sweden, Cassie
lived a quiet unassuming life  until being thrust into the spotlight
winning line honours at the inaugural Stena  Match Cup Sweden,
improbably crewed by the combined Swedish male and female
gymnastic teams.   We then think she was single-handedly sailed
to Cape Town by Jenny Berggren.

While her past is murky, we do know that we found her at
Saldanha Yacht Club, where she was owned by Jacobus, who
loved sailing her to Kraalbaai to watch rugby with his grandson.
Cassiopia is now owned and sailed by Geoff, Emily, David, Eleni,
and Mike. She is well loved and constantly being tinkered on 
and upgraded. A dependable and tough boat, she will be going to
Rio in 2023

Who will be part of the adventure..... 

Cassiopia

Savannah 

Savannah is a Miura, built by Nebe and launched in 1979. 
Owner Paul Morris has slowly refurbished her over the
past four and a half years. After several cruises up the
west coast it is time for something more ambitious, for
the skipper at least. 
The on-board GPS has a route plotted to Knysna, so we
can assume she's already been there. 
The crew is experienced:Jean Louis Rabier, who single
handedly sailed his 30 footer from France to Cape Town.
And Thomas Merlier who recently sailed his cruiser to
the Caribbean and on to Belgium.

Skipper Paul Morris 

Skipper Geoff Sivertsen



Eilean Taigh is a Cape Vickers 41’ launched in 1986.
She has had a number of owners including Allan-
Knott Craig (Sn and Jr). The current owner is Allan
Nesbitt who purchased her in 2013. Eilean Taigh is a
wonderful boat that has the comfort of a cruiser but
can be made to shunt in the right hands. She
currently has a semi regular crew of 5, Allan, Liam,
Wayne, John, Big Mike and sometimes guest
appearances by Matthew and Dave. We enjoy the
long distance sailing around the Cape Coast with
our regular stomping grounds being between Port
Owen and Pringle Bay. None of the crew have ever
been to either Mossel Bay or Knysna, so it was
decided that this should be changed. It’s a bit
further than the normal 24 hours off the coast that
we are used too but well worth the effort, we are
hoping it will open up new horizons. The last time I
experienced the comraderie of a fleet for over a
week was in the 1990’s as a member of the
Traditional Boat association, so bring it on.

 

Eilean Taigh
Skipper Allan Nesbitt  

Malu Lani 
Skipper Grant Saunders 

Malu Lani SA3996 is a 43’ Mauritius sloop hull was
laid up in the 80’s and put into the water in
December 1999. She had 2’ added onto the stern
so as to increase the Lazeret space. She has a
ORC certificate and has competed in
various off shore races i.e. the Mossel bay race x 2
and various Mykonos races over the years.
Malu Lani is a very comfortable passage maker
and has been to Saint Helena and back. One day it
is hoped that she will be used for extensive
cruising overseas



Calypso  
Skipper Andrew Henshilwood 

Calypso is a Montevideo 43, launched in 1993. We
bought her from the previous owners who returned to
SA at the beginning of 2017 after taking 12 years to
circumnavigate.
We have spent the last few years getting to know the
boat and doing a few necessary upgrades. Our plan is to
cross the Atlantic at the end of the year and spend some
time cruising the Caribbean and beyond. 

The Knysna Rally will be a great shakedown cruise
which we are looking forward to very much. 

Derbigum
skipper Alan Haefele

 
She is named after a then revolutionary waterproofing
membrane brought to this country in 1980 and was
sponsored by Derbigum SA until the factory was sold in
2006. 
She is a Montevideo 43 monohull, weighing approx. 13
tons with a cutter rig, a fibreglass and balsa core hull and
a loving owner. 
Her hull and deck were professionally laid up by John
Robertson Yachts in 1988. The coach roof was raised by
300mm for additional head room and to allow for water
tanks below the floors just above the keel. 
She was launched at RCYC in 1991
She is a comfortable fast cruiser and has sailed up and
down the Cape coast many times as far as Knysna on the
East Coast and Lamberts Bay on the West Coast. 
She is also known in some circles, as Dirtybum - (mostly
by those who frequently view her from behind)
All other boats in RCYC want to be like her. 

 



Voodoo 
Skipper Wayne Hennings 

Voodoo is a 16.5 m aluminium cutter, custom designed
by Angelo Lavranos and sails out of the Royal Cape
Yacht club.
Wayne Hennings will skipper Voodoo with Nelson
Mange as his crew.  
Nelson and I have sailed together for many years and
have both competed in most races off the South African
coast.
Nelson has sailed on Voodoo from Rio to Cape Town and
also did an incredible  12600 nm trip on a brand new
75ft yacht from Antigua in the Caribbean, through the
Panama canal, Galapagos islands, Marquesas islands,
Society Islands, Tongo Islands, New Caledonia and then
onto Sydney Australia.

I have sailed in the Cape to Uruguay, twice in the
Beachcomber Mauritius to Durban and also the Cape to
Rio race.

 Faros 
Skipper :  Lexi Mamacos Faros is a Dudley Dix 43’ Bermuda Cutter 

Her name means Lighthouse in Greek 

She was built by boilermakers in Durban, 
finished off in Cape Town and was moored at FBYC when I bought her
in Nov 2019.  After finally getting her certified/insured, and before
even getting a sail in, I had to fly off to Rio to crew on a boat returning
from the race.On arrival back in CT, I just managed to check in on her,
days before hard lockdown.

So thus many months passed by before I actually got to sail her. I
sailed her twice in False Bay prior to bringing her round to RCYC. After
a somewhat traumatic and drawn out diesel tank contamination
experience, as well as managing to contract covid twice, it was high
time for a little adventure. 

We went up the West Coast where we overnighted at Dassen, then
Kraal Bay, before spending the rest of the week anchored off
Stofbergsfontein.  On our return passage, I learnt that the Diesel tank
contamination nightmare had in fact only just begun and that
professional fuel polishing systems are not foolproof.

I had a dream, a plan, an idea, of what this journey would be. In fact I
had no idea! Covid has changed a lot. Faros has and continues to
change me a lot. Change is good though, and I am aware how lucky I
am to be on this journey with her as she pushes me both into
uncomfortable as well as incredible spaces. 
So next adventure Knysna….let’s see what she says!



Capensis 
Skipper Mark Devitt 

After watching last years event unfold via social
media, and hearing all the tales of what sounded
like a fantastic event on everyone's return.  I
decided it was high time I participated in a
cruising event.  Which boat was the next
question?  
Meet Pieter and Hanlie Jamneck who are the
proud new owners of Capensis is Montecarlo 43. 
 She was launched in 1990. The story goes she
spent her first 6 years on the Vaal Dam, before
making her way to the ocean, where she has
cruised far and wide, before the Jamnecks
purchased her  in 2019.  The Pieter and Hanlie are
fast learning all about the sailing life, all the joys
and frustrations that go with it.   The Knysna rally
will be their 1st introduction to cruising life, I can't
think of a better way, than with a group of like
minded individuals. 

Isla
Skipper:  Team Henderson 

Yacht Isla, a 49 foot Schionning Wilderness
design catamaran that we built ourselves as a
family project, will join the Knysna Rally for
the first time this year. 
 It is not the first time Isla has sailed the coast
from Cape Town to Knysna, as she has
braved the Cape of Good Hope and Knysna
Heads on numerous adventures since 2012. 
 Accompanying her on this voyage will be the
family Henderson, with skippers Ian and
Elske, possibly accompanied by their teen
daughters Zazzie and Lola



Skipper  Andrew Hegie 

TOUCH WOOD SA 58
A Personal Account by Andrew Nathan Hegie.

Touch Wood is a Lavranos 1 tonner that was built by Jock Campbell and launched in Cape Town
in 1977. She is an exquisite 36 footer with a cold moulded mahogany hull and also one of the
first ever tapered mast section designs. She has been a much loved member and heirloom of the
proud Hegie family for the last 40 years - a good decade longer than me.

Since her acquisition in 1981, she has undergone two major refits. In 1988 my father, Gerrit
Hegie, decided to sheath the mahogany hull with fiberglass tissue and epoxy resin, and also to
reinforce the keel with stainless steel braces. A second refit in 2012 was undertaken by my
brother Gerry, who transformed Touch Wood to look like a beautiful modern classic.

Over the decades, Touch Wood has competed in a number of local and international races
including numerous Rothman’s Week Regattas, the One Ton Cup Race in Newport, USA, and a
Cape To Lisbon Race that saw her win her class and finish 2nd overall.
Add to that a long line of distinguished sailors, like Bertie Reed, David Abromowitz, John Martin
and our very own commodore Neil Gregory, and you get some idea of the pedigreed history that
makes Touch Wood so special to us.

Sailing her remains a pleasure, and though my time with this beautiful vessel has been mostly
treating friends to sunset cruises and sailing in the bay, as the youngest member of the Hegie
family I confess the urge to take her off shore grows ever stronger. 

Perhaps our time is coming …Touch Wood!

Touch Wood 



Vixen 
Skipper  Ian Munro 

Vixen is a SCAPE ADVENTURER 40 ft.,
launched in 2015 by the current owner and
designed to play in the tropics. Vixen has
undertaken two Cape Town to Madagascar
trips and is preparing for a crossing to Brazil
before the end of 2021, Covid dependent.



Equinox 
Skipper Yanick Berlion

Equinox is a Custom built Maverick 440 catamaran launched
in 2017, a lifelong dream since I was 20 years old. 
She is fully equipped with washing machine, dish washer,
generator and all prepped for the water maker & diving
compressor, safety & comfort were the key words when she
was built.

The not too distant plan is to go off sailing with my partner
Liesl Klem, across the Atlantic and keep going West to see
where the wind takes us for however long, diving and
exploring remote corners of the globe.

 

 

Amarula
Skipper Pete Sherlock 

Amarula is an owners edition of the Voyage 450
catamaran. She was launched in 2006 and I am the
second owner. She has crossed the Atlantic several
times and cruised in the Caribbean, Mediterranean as
well as the west Indian Oceans. She is a comfortable
and capable vessel that is easily sailed short handed
and provides a magnificent platform on which to sail
the oceans. She is well loved by the Sherlock family.


